[image: image1.emf] In the end 1990, during a business trip to one of the African countries, local Rotarian has shown me small village. From doors of one of dugouts crying the child was distributed. On a floor the grown weak woman and the baby who tried to exhaust milk from its breast laid - but it was not. Both starved.   

I was instinctively seized by a pocket - it is necessary to give them money, to find meal, to help, to not give them to die. And here I with horror have understood, that it not a unique case, that across all Africa, in all developing countries of the world - children die of famine, from illnesses, from poverty. 

Already at home, having studied a question on children's death rate, I have understood, that ротарианцы can make much in this area. For this reason, becoming President Rotary Int., I have chosen theme RI « Make dreams a reality » and has addressed to Rotarians with an appeal to pay special attention on problems of water delivery, health, the foodstuffs and struggle for literacy, to lower children's death rate in the entire world. 

I finish year of my presidency in RI and unusually I am proud of work which have lead Rotarians. When I for the first time have learned about a problem of children's death rate, every day in the world - 30 000 children died of the reasons which could be prevented. Now, by calculations UNICEF, this figure has decreased up to 25 000 - still too much, but significant decrease is observed. I do not doubt, that here efforts Ротари have played the positive role and that we should continue our work, achieving that any child did not die of famine and poverty. Therefore I ask you to continue a theme « Make dreams a reality » in the following ротарианском to year. Future Rotary  in your hands - the same as also the future of children of all world. 

Sincerely, 
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